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METRO & STATE 


Dallas County has 
first black sheriff 


Dallas County started the 
new year with the swear- 
ing-in of its first black 
sheriff. Marian Brown 
replaces Lupe Valdez, 
who resigned to run for 
governor. She will serve 
until voters elect a new 
sheriff in November. 1B 


Second phase of 
trail to get rolling 


Construction on the 
second portion of the 
Northaven Trail, Dallas’ 
first east-west bicycle- 
pedestrian trail, is set to 
begin early in the new 
year. 1B 


BUSINESS 


DFW Airport wins 
kudos for service 


At DFW International 
Airport, a team of 12 
people tracks the flow of 
travelers throughout the 
airport’s five terminals 
while monitoring social 
media, email and phone 
lines to address issues as 
quickly as they arise. 1D 


Holiday shopping 
spree not over 


Christmas is over, but 
holiday shopping is still in 
full swing. The final days 
of December, traditionally 
a slow period used by re- 
tailers to purge outdated 
inventory, is generating 
so much traffic and sales 
that some chains are call- 
ing it the 13th Month. 1D 


WORLD 


12 killed as Iran 
protests continue 


Iranian security forces 
clamped down on 

Tehran after demonstra- 
tors across the country 
ignored calls for calm by 
President Hassan Rouhani 
in the most significant 
venting of pent-up 
economic and political 
frustrations in years. 8A 


Mexican journalists 
face threats 


At least 10 Mexican jour- 
nalists were killed in 2017 
in what observers are call- 
ing a crisis for freedom of 
expression. In areas where 
organized crime gangs 
hold sway, reporters are 
frequently harassed and 
sometimes murdered. 9A 


NATION 


Accidental shooting 
deaths drop in U.S. 


The number of accidental 
shooting deaths in the 
U.S. has steadily declined. 
Experts credit education. 
7A 


ARTS & LIFE 


Marriage may be 
good for your health 


All things being equal, an 
unmarried heart patient 
may face a higher risk 

of death than a mar- 

ried heart patient, new 
research suggests. 1E 
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OU loss helps set up 
all-SEC title game 


Oklahoma teammates Baker Mayfield 
and Jeff Badet hugged after the Soon- 
ers fell to Georgia 54-48 Monday in the 
Rose Bowl. Georgia will play Alabama 
in an all-SEC national championship 
game on Jan. 8. In his final game at OU, 
Mayfield threw for two touchdowns and 
also caught a touchdown pass. “I can’t 
believe it’s over,” the Heisman Trophy 
winner said after the game. (Story, 1C) 


ALSO: Tide rolls over Clemson, 24-6. 1C 
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Chill to hang around DFW 


Icicles hung from a fountain at an Arlington shopping center on Monday as freezing temperatures greeted North 
Texas residents on the first day of the new year. With much of the nation under a wind-chill advisory, high tempera- 
tures in the area will remain near freezing today. The icy conditions also contributed to accidents throughout North 
Texas over the long holiday weekend. Milder weather is expected toward the end of the week. (Stories, 4A, 1B) 
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NORTH KOREA 


Kim Jong Un calls for 
dialogue with South 


His unexpected overture 
could drive a wedge between 
Washington and Seoul 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea’s surprise call on Monday for 
direct talks with South Korea could 
drive a wedge into the decades-old al- 
liance between Seoul and Washington, 
potentially creating a reprieve from 
months of tensions but also undercut- 
ting President Donald Trump’s tough 
approach to the nuclear-armed North. 


A New Year’s Day speech by Kim 
Jong Un, the North Korean leader, 
contained a dramatic shift in tone and 
policy regarding the South. 

After ignoring South Korea for 
years, Kim called for urgent dialogue 
to discuss improving ties and easing 
military tensions on the divided Ko- 
rean Peninsula, even as he claimed an 
ability to strike the mainland United 
States with nuclear missiles. 

Kim also agreed to a request by 
President Moon Jae-in of South Ko- 
rea to send a North Korean delegation 


See KIM Page 3A 


Agence France-Presse 
In a speech Monday, Kim Jong Un 
warned that he had “a nuclear but- 
ton” in his office to launch ICBMs. 
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Regulatory rollback may 
not spur business growth, 
but ‘confidence matters 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — A wave of 
optimism has swept over Ameri- 
can business leaders, and it is 
beginning to translate into the 
sort of investment in new plants, 
equipment and factory upgrades 
that bolsters economic growth, 
spurs job creation — and may fi- 
nally raise wages significantly. 

While business leaders are 
eager for the tax cuts that take 
effect this year, the newfound 
confidence was initially inspired 
by the Trump administration’s 
regulatory pullback, not so much 
because deregulation is saving 
companies money but because 
the administration has instilled a 
faith in business executives that 
new regulations are not coming. 

“It’s an overall sense that you're 
not going to face any new regu- 
latory fights,” said Granger Mac- 
Donald, a homebuilder in Ker- 
rville. “Were not spending more, 


See BUOYED Page 3A 


ELECTIONS 718 


Cornyn 
keeps it 
bullish 


Senator predicts good year 
for GOP, despite Trump 
polls and Alabama loss 


By TODD J. GILLMAN 


Washington Bureau 
tgillman@dallasnews.com 


WASHINGTON — The 2018 
midterms could be a bloodbath 
for Republicans. That was the 
message the party’s national 
chairwoman delivered to the 
White House recently. 

“Bloodbath” is not a term used 
lightly among political strategists. 
And that was even before Demo- 
crats snatched a Senate seat in 
Alabama, one of the most reliably 
Republican states in the country, 
amid an outcry over GOP nomi- 
nee Roy Moore, who faces accusa- 
tions of child molestation. 

Midterm elections are often 
unkind to the party in power. 
They also often track the popu- 
larity of the president, because 
Senate and House elections give 


See CORNYN Page 5A 


HIGHER EDUCATION 


Schools look for formula to help Latino students succeed 


By EVA-MARIE AYALA 
Staff Writer 
eayala@dallasnews.com 


More Latinos are going to col- 
lege than ever, but only about half 
of them earn a bachelor’s degree. 

Angelica Sanjuan Bermu- 
dez, a junior at the University of 


Texas at Dallas, says she under- 
stands why it’s a challenge for 
many students. She struggled at 
first. The mountain of school- 
work was overwhelming. So 
on some days, she gave in to 
her newfound freedom to have 
lunch with friends or catch an 


event on campus rather than 
facing assignments that were 
stressing her out. Of course, that 
meant the biomedical engineer- 
ing major soon fell behind and 
needed to scramble to catch up. 

“I had these new responsi- 
bilities and freedom and college 


pressure,’ Bermudez said. “It was 
difficult to navigate it all at once.” 

A new report by The Edu- 
cation Trust found that despite 
a dramatic increase in enroll- 
ment, schools need to redouble 
efforts to get more students like 
Bermudez through graduation. 
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In 2015, the graduation rate for 
Latino students was 53.6 per- 
cent, which was 10 percentage 
points behind white students at 
four-year colleges and universi- 
ties, according to the national 


see UTD Page 2A 


